Concert Review

They'd like to teach the world to sing
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When the final strains of the first All Nations Peace Concert faded away in the Volksplatz at Musikfest Saturday, Jackie Tice said she was satisfied.

''I feel like I did what was true to the original vision I was given,'' she said.

The applause from hundreds of listeners proved the popular appeal of that vision, which was to use musicians from around the planet in a demonstration of solidarity and support of a peaceful world.

A Center Valley folk musician, Tice said the idea for the concert came to her after she performed at a world peace flag ceremony at the Banana Factory on Bethlehem's South Side in February 2006.

''I want [the audience] to understand we are all related,'' she said. ''Once we see each other with understanding, compassion, and a sense of relationship, we cannot do harm to one another. We can only embrace each other as relatives.''

Jean Paul Samputu, a Rwandan performer and a star in Africa, traveled from Montreal to lend his talents to the project.

His life story shows the consequences when society breaks down. Samputu was imprisoned in 1990 at the outbreak of the Rwandan civil war along with many other members of the Tutsi tribe, who were considered enemies of the ruling Hutu tribe. He was released with the intervention of the Red Cross, and his father advised him to flee the country.

Samputu spent the next four years performing in Burundi and Uganda. He returned to his native Rwandan village in 1994 to find that his father, mother, three brothers and a sister had all been murdered by their neighbors. He said he spent the next next nine years consumed with anger and grief.

''I went to witch doctors to find healing,'' he said. ''I was drinking and addicted [to drugs].''

What finally saved him, Samputu said, were the prayers of a Christian friend, and converting to Christianity himself in 2003.

''I use my music to help heal others,'' he said. ''It's not easy to forgive those who killed your parents. It's not from me, the power is from Jesus.''

Religion of a different kind was a prominent part of of Sunjung Yun's life as well. Yun performed on the haegum, a two-stringed instrument somewhat similar to a violin, that is traditional in her native South Korea. Yun is a recent graduate of the Won Institute of Graduate Studies in Cheltenham, Montgomery County, which she said was the only school for Buddhist priests in the United States. She plans to be ordained in South Korea, then return to the United States to practice her faith.

''I think to have peace around the world, we must start with the individual,'' she said. ''That is a very Buddhist idea.''

And like Tice and Samputu, Yun believes in the power of music to change hearts.

''This is a place we can reach out to the world,'' she said. ''I think they can feel peace of mind through our music.''
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